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COMHAIRLE CATHRACH AGUS CONTAE PHORT LÁIRGE 
WATERFORD CITY AND COUNTY COUNCIL 

 
COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 12th JANUARY, 2017 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER,  

                                         CITY HALL, THE MALL, WATERFORD  
  

PRESENT:           
 

      Cllr. Adam Wyse Mayor Cllr. Jason Murphy  
Cllr. Liam Brazil Cllr. Pat Nugent 

      Cllr. John Cummins Cllr. John Carey 
Cllr. Declan Doocey   Cllr. John O’Leary 
Cllr. Joe Conway Cllr. Michael J O’Ryan 
Cllr. Declan Clune Cllr. Cha O’Neill 
Cllr. Tom Cronin Cllr. Lola O’Sullivan 
Cllr. Davy Daniels Cllr. Seanie Power 
Cllr. Pat Fitzgerald  Cllr. John Pratt 
Cllr. Jim Griffin Cllr. Eamon Quinlan 
Cllr. Damien Geoghegan Cllr. Sean Reinhardt 
Cllr. Blaise Hannigan Cllr. Mary Roche 
Cllr. Joe Kelly Cllr James Tobin 
Cllr. Eddie Mulligan       Cllr. John Hearne 
Cllr. Ray Murphy       Cllr. Siobhan Whelan 

 
 
APOLOGIES:           
 
   
Cllr. Breda Brennan    
 
 
OFFICIALS IN ATTENDANCE:           
 
Mr. M. Walsh, Chief Executive 
Mr. M .Quinn, Director of Services, Corporate, Culture, HR & IS 
Mr. L. Power, Director of Services, Economic Development & Planning 
Mr. I.  Grimes, Director of Services, Housing, Community & Emergency Services 
Mr. J. Murphy, Head of Finance 
Mr. F. Galvin, Director of Services, Roads, Water & Environment 
Mr. E. Ruane, Meetings Administrator 
Ms. J. Cantwell, Librarian 
Mr. B. Duggan, Senior Executive Officer 
Ms. S. Walsh, Senior Staff Officer 
 
  
The Mayor informed the meeting he had received and accepted an emergency motion in the name of Cllr. 
Clune and eight other Councillors and that he proposed to take it under Motions on the agenda. 
 
 

1. Confirmation of Minutes 

 
(a)   Statutory Plenary Budget Meeting held on 29th November, 2016  
        Proposed by Cllr. Quinlan, seconded by Cllr. Doocey and agreed 
   

Item No. 
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(b)   Statutory Plenary Adjourned Budget Meeting held on 6th December, 2016  
  Proposed by Cllr. Mulligan, seconded by Cllr. Geoghegan and agreed. 

 
(c)   Plenary Meeting held on 8th December, 2016  

  Proposed by:   Cllr. Tobin, seconded by Cllr. O’Leary and agreed. 
 

(d)   Special Plenary Meeting held on 14th December, 2016,  
   Proposed by Cllr. Daniels, seconded by Cllr. Brazil and agreed. 

 
 

2. Matters Arising 

 
Cllr. Roche asked for an update on the creative corridor (FUSE:D), the boundary extension, TII and N.24.   
Cllr. Cummins wanted a date for the SDZ workshop and details of the contents of the boundary 
commission report. Cllr. Doocey referred to the changeover to Irish Water and the handover mechanism 
for commercial customer details to Irish Water, 
L. Power, DOS confirmed that FUSE:D (creative corridor) is being dealt with at present. The SDZ 
workshop and the Economic Development workshop will be held early February. 
I. Grimes, DOS said that the Minister was still considering the boundary commission report so there was 
no date for the publication yet. 
F. Galvin, DOS said that the Council will meet with the TII in respect of the N24. He said there was 
transition arrangements in place for the Irish Water handover. 
Cllr. Daniels referred to the upgrading of WIT and the Airport situation.  Cllr. O’Ryan enquired about EIR 
and an update on meeting them. 
E, Ruane, SEO said that Eir have confirmed that they will meet the Council at the February plenary 
meeting. 
 
 

3. Planning 

 
(a) Planning lists as circulated were noted. 
 

 
4. Land Disposals 

 
It was clarified that 22,000 tons referred to in L812 should read 22,000 tonnes.  
F. Galvin, DOS circulated a report on the background of this case. 
  
Lease and Disposal proposed by Cllr. Doocey, seconded by Cllr. Tobin and agreed. 
  
 

5. Monthly Management Report 
 
Cllr. Tobin commented on the withdrawal of funding for the Tallow road and the reason for this. 
Cllr. Griffin said that the River Rescue team now had new premises and asked if the Council could 
assist or support them in some way.  Cllr. J Murphy asked if the Council had made a submission to the 
National Transport Authority as the Road and Rail Study recommended closure of 13 of 42 railway 
stations.  He also enquired about housing delivery and how much land in Waterford has live planning 
permission for housing. 
F. Galvin, DOS assured the meeting that funding will be available for Tallow road early in the year. 
I. Grimes, DOS said that the procurement process is managed by the Department and it should be 
resolved in a number of months. The PPP housing project board meeting should show results soon. Will 
revert on river rescue. 



3 
 

Chief Executive said that he will be meeting with colleagues in the area to deal with the Rail Transport 
Authority. 
L Power, DOS said that there was extensive land zoned in Waterford for housing and he would revert 
back with the number of units that planning is in force for. 
Cllr. R. Murphy asked, in relation to the Greenway, will the Council have a code of conduct on the 
Greenway and signs and pedestrian access at Kilmacthomas. He also asked that people who apply 
under Choice Based Letting be contacted earlier updating them of their status. Cllr. Brazil asked if there 
could be CCTV installed at bottle banks. Cllr. Whelan asked if the Housing Needs Assessment results 
reflect a true figure also could the policy on doors and windows be referred back to the Housing SPC to 
review. 
I. Grimes, DOS said he will look at CBL to see if it can accommodate updates and revert.  Housing Needs 
Assessment figures are correct.  He will bring the doors/windows policy back to the SPC. 
Chief Executive said that the Greenway was officially opening on 25th March, 2017 and the Council is 
looking at the Kilmacthomas entrance and signage is being designed at present. 
F. Galvin, DOS confirmed that CCTV is deployed at bottle banks. 
Cllr. Roche remarked that in relation to LEO there was a drop in Measure 1 and applicants were down in 
2016 over 2015 and what is the reason also update on the Greenway to the city centre and when will the 
Arts Practice Grants be presented.  She said Waterford was 4th overall in the IBAL awards, but there are 
still dumping black spots and a strategic approach is needed, congratulated all involved especially 
frontline staff. Cllr. Nugent enquired about traffic user counter on the Greenway, the signage and when 
will the link from Waterford to Dungarvan be opened.  Cllr. O’Leary said that 4th place IBAL was a great 
compliment and can this be extended to the country areas as tidying up is needed.  He asked if the 
number of Environment complaints received can be divided between the City and the County. 
L. Power, DOS said that with regard to Measure 1 funding and the number of applications down this year, 
the Council is satisfied with the output.  
F. Galvin, DOS responded that the Council is constantly battling the illegal dumping of refuse.  He said 
that the ratio of complaints was 3:1 to the eastern part of the County.    
Chief Executive said in relation to the Greenway coming into the city centre he would think that the long 
term solution is north of the river as there was no real solution to Bilberry. Michael Fortune is completing a 
heritage story around the Greenway, along the route and off the route. Counters are going in next week 
and it will be officially opened 25th March. 
M. Quinn, DOS said that the Arts grant process is revised and a workshop on the new strategy will be 
organised for the end of January/ early February. 
Cllr. O’Neill expressed fears the Waterford Railway station will be downgraded. He also said that there 
were camper vans in various areas of the County - Dungarvan, Lismore etc. and asked if the Council can 
open the Regional Sports Centre to allow camper vans in. Cllr. O’Ryan enquired about the funding for 
Clonmel Dungarvan road at Kilmacomma, he also asked about the timeline for interview for recent 
general operative applications and what is the division of jobs between districts. Cllr. Clune noted that 
some housing applicants time on the list of qualified households can be up to 7 years and sought 
clarification.  He also queried housing stats in relation to maintenance times, and explanation on the 
Rates write of €3.7m.  
F. Galvin, DOS said that in relation to the Kilmacomma road there is a procedure in place to acquire 
properties, he will update on this but needs detailed design, CPO and Part 8 to be in place first. 
M. Quinn, DOS replied that the General Operative applications will have to be shortlisted and it could be 
2months before interviews take place, depending on number of applications.  
I. Grimes, DOS said that there are many reasons for the length of time on the housing list and the 
Council’s current turnaround for vacant properties is 22 weeks. 
J. Murphy, HOF said that the rate write off refers to bulk rate refunds on vacant premises. 
Chief Executive said that the continuation of freight is a major issue on the Railway line.  He will look at 
viability of camper vans using the RSC. 
Cllr. Mulligan asked, with regard to Economic Development, for a list of companies that were supported 
and the number of jobs created.  He also asked about SDZ and any proposals re funding for this, and 
should a high powered committee be put in place to drive this forward.   He noted that the house refusal 
number is 5, and queried if these can be relet. Cllr. Kelly asked for an update on the Greenway proposal 
re the one way system on Bilberry road also he asked in relation to the Housing list and the Rebuilding 
Ireland programme, Pillar 2 (social housing), have we looked at the PPP option to provide social housing 
or applied for substantial funding from the Department. Cllr. Conway, asked about the number of 
complaints in the Environment report versus fines and what are the figures for compliance for county 
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Waterford and an update on dog chipping also in relation to clothes banks what powers have the Council 
that ensure that charities have to keep these emptied regularly.  He enquired about Writers of the Irish 
Language project and he asked if there was central procurement of books for the Libraries and how many 
apprentices are in the Council. 
L. Power, DOS replied that the grant detail of clients of LEO is confidential.  The Council will be included 
in programme for future funding for SDZ.  There is no update yet on the one way system for Bilberry.  
I. Grimes, DOS said that 5 refers to refusals. A scheme of 15 units in Dungarvan will be completed shortly 
along with a number of other small schemes. The Repair and Lease scheme is being piloted and long 
term vacant private houses will be brought into housing stock.  Part of the PPP Bundle 2 at Slievekeale 
Road is progressing. 
F. Galvin stated that not all environment complaints refer to Litter, also Dog chipping compliance will be 
commenced.  The owners of bottle banks are obliged to empty them. 
J. Cantwell, Librarian said that book procurement is now national and the tender was awarded in 
December so all books will be bought from this supplier when it is rolled out. 
M. Quinn, DOS said he will revert with the number of apprentices. 
Cllr. Hearne spoke about abandoned caravans and the anti social behaviour. He wanted Horse bye-laws 
implemented as stray horses and sulkies were a danger to children. Cllr Fitzgerald enquired about the 
housing maintenance list and the Council should get doors/windows on this list. He also said that there 
were camper van sites in Dunmore East which could be a model for the city.  Cllr Pratt asked about the 
tenant purchase scheme and what is the uptake between city and county.  The criteria for the tenant 
purchase scheme was to be reviewed after 12 months, so can representations be made to Minister on 
this review. 
F. Galvin, DOS said that there were new bye-laws for horses and the draft is going to the SPC.  He said 
that 55 horses were seized in 2016. 
I. Grimes, DOS replied that there is action being taken in respect of the caravans. The tenancy 
agreement covers maintenance of doors and windows and he will refer this on to the SPC. The tenant 
purchase scheme was discussed at SPC recently and the Council will make representations to the 
Minister. 
L. Power, DOS said that there was more than 100 expressions of interest in the Irish language project 
and Bernie Guest, Heritage Office is dealing with this.  
 
 

6. Finance 
 
(a)  Approval of €4 million loan (4th instalment of agreed Refinancing Loan) 

 Proposed by Cllr Kelly, seconded, Cllr. Cha O’Neill and agreed 
 
(b) Approval of loan of €2,500,000 to fund mortgage loans in 2017 

       Proposed by Cllr. Cronin, seconded by Cllr. Pratt and agreed 
 
 
7. Annual Service Plan 2017 

 
Cllr. Daniels asked in relation to Brexit if there has been any contact with the IDA and is the Council in a 
position to avail of any opportunities that may arise, also how does the Council assess development 
charges and what was the Living Cities initiate uptake.  He asked for an update on school warden 
positions, also what are the Council’s plans for playing pitches at Williamstown, on plans for a driving 
range update for the municipal golf course, public lighting, and with the reduction in roads budget how 
can we reach our target with our resources.  Cllr. Cummins noted that the housing stock turnaround was 
a 15 wk turnaround in the plan, and thinks it should be 12 weeks which he proposed and was seconded 
by Cllr. Murphy. He also asked about the Council’s footpath repair programme.  He asked was the SDZ 
Q1 2017 target realistic and do we need to amend this to Q2.  The Record of Protected Structures (RPS), 
which has a completion by Q1 should go to the SPC. Enforcement 90% cases to be closed for 2016 will 
this be the same in 2017 and park improvements. 
L. Power, DOS stated that development charges were adopted by Council in early 2015 and Waterford is 
not as expensive as other areas. With regard to the Living City Initiative, there was limited uptake so the 
Council hopes to the widen scheme to encourage more take up. It is hoped that a draft SDZ will be ready 
by Quarter 1. There was a lot of work done in regard to the Record of Protected Structures and he 
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proposed to do a workshop and this will be part of the workshop. NOAC report shows high compliance re. 
enforcement and the Council resolved 94% of cases through negotiation which was a good result as 
there was no cost.  
Chief Executive said that at present there are no property based solutions to the Brexit occurance that are 
viable. The north quays will be significant in the context of this but there are very little properties available 
in the city for high end good quality accommodation. The Economic Development workshop will address 
these issues. 
F. Galvin, DOS confirmed that a panel for school wardens will be formed.  In relation to public lighting, 
roads funding will have to plan to work within the budget.  The footpath replacement programme will be 
addressed to the District. Parks will continue to be developed. 
I. Grimes, DOS said that the Council is continuing to engage in relation to the Williamstown pitches but 
there are no plans for the Golf course and no provision in Budget for it. He asked that the 15 week 
turnaround on vacancies be retained to allow for inspection/procurement etc.  and this was agreed but 
should go to 12 weeks when procurement issues are resolved. Cllr. Clune enquired about the budget for 
Comeragh as to why there was no street cleaning in the budget. Also he asked about the additional 
growth with regard to the Local Enterprise Office (LEO) and can the Council meet the targets. 
F. Galvin, DOS said that there were dedicated crews to street cleaning etc and area crews are under the 
roads budget. 
L. Power, DOS replied that LEO is in the top 4 in the country so the Council can hit these targets and they 
are realistic.  
Cllr. Reinhardt asked if the Council can engage more outside contractors to help with the turnaround in 
housing. 
I. Grimes, DOS replied that there is not a big response from contractors so the Council will be going to 
tender again. Cllr Mulligan asked was there a strategic review of festivals and if a focus group to could be 
set up to concentrate on festivals.  
L. Power, DOS said he was not aware of change in policy re. festivals as the application process was 
very robust and assessed but if members want a focus group it can be arranged.   It was agreed to refer 
the matter to the CPG for recommendation. 
Cllr. Conway asked about traffic management saying that he noted 4/5 axel vehicles are driving down the 
Mall and asked who is policing this. 
F. Galvin, DOS replied that the Gardai should be policing this and he will talk to Gardai about it. 
  
 

8. Service Indicators 
 
Cllr. Cummins wanted an update on the housing loan collection rates, rates and rents and enquired what 
are we doing as we are not high enough in comparison to other local authorities and we are the 4th 
highest indebted Council nationally so what are the measures being put in place to make this more 
sustainable.  Cllr Roche asked about the deficit and update on rent/annuities collections rates as were are 
less than the average. Cllr Conway did research against similar sized local authorities, Louth, Limerick , 
Kilkenny and Waterford is performing well in comparison to these, except in the area of enforcements, on 
which he criticised the Council’s record. 
J. Murphy, HOF said collection rates will improve for 2016.  Our deficit will further improve for 2016 also. 
There is no extra monitoring from the Department as they are aware of our progress. 
L. Power, DOS said that in relation to the enforcement statistics a good outcome was achieved without 
going to court and there was savings on legal fees.  
Chief Executive objected to Cllr Conway’s comment with regard to enforcement as the Council’s 
approach is based on experience and knowledge and 95% achievement is good with negotiations and at 
no cost.  
I. Grimes, DOS said that the rent collection figure is improving as there are substantial historical arrears 
and there is a target of 99% rent collection for 2017.  
Cllr. Fitzgerald supported the planning enforcement and stated that the Council always took the best path 
to resolve the issue and the criticism is unfair. 
  
Proposed by Cllr. Geoghegan, seconded by:  Cllr. Daniels and agreed 
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9. Roads 

 
(a) Policy on the immobilisation, removal, storage and disposal of vehicles for parking offences 

Proposed by Cllr. Cummins, seconded by Cllr Conway and agreed. 
 
(b) Hedgecutting policy 

 
Cllr. O’Ryan said that the language in the policy document should be stronger and repeat offenders 
should be followed up now.   
F. Galvin, DOS said the Council can modify the document to change the language to ‘can’ instead of 
‘may’. 
  

        Proposed by Cllr. Fitzgerald  seconded by Cllr.  Conway and agreed. 
 
 

10. Festivals, Events & Venues Funding 2017 
 

L. Power, DOS introduced the Council proposals for the distribution of Festival funding.  He said that 
further to the workshop, adjustments have been made and funding set out as requested by Council. Cllr. 
Geoghegan said that the proposal shows that the Council will spend 1.4m on festivals and events. Cllr. 
Hannigan said it was very important that SPRAOI funding should be increased back and taken from 
Harvest, Winterval, and Sean Kelly tour.  Cllr. Cummins said that the onus was on members to pass this 
now and asked can Council write to Arts Council.  Cllr. Roche proposed an extra €23,000 for SPRAOI, 
and that Chief Executive find the money from the promotional budget. 
L. Power, DOS said the figure is €200,000 less than last year and the Council reduced it by another 
€127,000. The Sean Kelly Tour cannot be cut as it is cost neutral, and in relation to Harvest and Winterval 
it is not viable to cut these.  
Chief Executive said that the Council cut the budget, therefore they can make a proposal but the 
promotional budget is being used for the Greenway, Mount Congreve, and a programme of marketing our 
reputation and we need more that we have allocated.  
  
Proposed by Cllr Hannigan seconded by Cllr. Roche to increase SPRAOI’s budget by €10,000 by taking 
€5,000 from Winterval and €5,000 from Harvest.  On a show of hands and with the majority showing 
against this proposal fell. 
  
Cllr. Cronin proposed to go with the executive recommendation, seconded by Cllr. Tobin, There was a 
show of hands and the proposal was carried 
  
Cllr. Mulligan said in relation to the events funding recommendation that funding be reduced by €2,000 to 
Central Arts was specific to Viking triangle only and he proposed the reduction be amended to €11,000 
and GOMA gallery amended to €11,000 also.    
 
Proposed by Cllr. Mulligan, seconded by Cllr. Kelly, on a show of hands and with the majority showing 
against this proposal fell. 
 
The original venue funding recommendation was proposed by Cllr. Cummins seconded by Cllr. 
Geoghegan and agreed. 
  
At this point Cllr. Geoghegan proposed, seconded by Cllr. Hearne and agreed that standing orders be 
extended by 10 minutes to continue the business of the meeting 
  
 

11. Casual Trading Bye-Laws 2017 
 
Commencement of Process 
Proposed by:  Cllr. Cummins, seconded by Cllr. Daniels and agreed 



7 
 

    
12. Housing Allocations Scheme 

 
  Deferred to next meeting 

 
 

13.  Correspondence 
 
That the Training and Conferences circulated and Receptions included in correspondence as circulated 
be approved 
 
Proposed by:  Cllr. Cronin   seconded by Cllr. Daniels  and agreed. 
 
 

14. Notice of Motions 
 
Emergency Motion in the name of Cllr. Clune, Cllr. Hearne, Cllr. Brennan, Cllr. Griffin, Cllr. Whelan, 
Cllr. Fitzgerald, Cllr. Kelly, Cllr. Hannigan, Cllr. Reinhardt 
 
“That Waterford City & County Council acknowledges and supports the relentless campaign by SEPAG 
(South East Patient Advocacy Group) in their actions to secure 24/7 Cardiac care at University Hospital 
Waterford.  

Furthermore, we note that a second, permanent Cath Lab was recommended by the Higgins Report of 
2012 and demand that this recommendation be implemented without further delay.  

We commend SEPAG for their organisation of the protest march this Saturday, January 14th 2017 at 
2p.m. in Ballybricken, Waterford and call on all elected members of Waterford City & County Council to 
support both the march and this motion.” 
Proposed by Cllr. Clune, seconded by Cllr. Kelly and agreed- unanimously agreed.  
 
Cllr. Cummins asked that the motion to be circulated to other local authorities in the South East and 
agreed 
 
 

15. AOB 
 
None 
    
  
 
Signed:_____________________  Dated:_____________ 
 Mayor  
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